WC 2013-2014

World Cultures

Syllabus/Guidelines

Mr. Kuster & Mrs. Dillard
Weebly : http://reedworldcultures.weebly.com
Welcome to World Cultures, a team taught class focusing on world history and world literature.  Over the course of the year, you will be completing a variety of assignments, including projects, skits, artwork, essays, group activities, discussions/debates, presentations, tests, and quizzes.  Our goals are to put you on the path to being college and career ready.

Students Who Are College & Career Ready…

*Demonstrate independence.

*Build strong content knowledge.

*Respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline.

*Comprehend as well as critique.

*Value evidence.

*Use technology and digital media strategically and capably.

*Come to understand other perspectives and cultures.  

 If you follow the expectations and share in the visions of our classroom along with requirements outlined below, we’ll have a positive, productive experience this year.

Please be aware that all Washoe County School District and Reed High School rules apply to this class, including attendance, tardiness, dress code (no hats), and behavior issues.  Remember, all cell phones and ipods are prohibited inside the classroom unless they are for educational purposes deemed appropriate by us. 

CLASS POLICIES

1.  Show respect at all times.  This means respect other class members, their ideas and opinions, the classroom, guests, your teachers (of course), and even yourself.
2.  Come to class.  We want you to be successful, and regular attendance is essential.  If you do happen to miss a class, it is YOUR responsibility to get any make up work or information.  We strongly suggest you make doctor appointments after school or around a different class.

3.  Come prepared to work everyday.  You need to bring your notebook, any texts we are using, writing utensils, and any assignments that are due to class. Remember to bring the right mindset, too.  

4.  Be an ACTIVE participant and turn in your work completed and on time.   Major papers and projects will be deducted 10% each calendar day they are late.  We take 50% off the first day a regular assignment is late.  After that, you receive no points.  Poor quality work may be returned for revision and will be counted as late.  You may ONLY work on World Cultures assignments during our class periods.

NOTE--TEACHER PET PEEV ALERT: Copying homework is unacceptable. Choose and value integrity over cheating. (
5.  All final drafts/major assignments must be typed and/or creatively presented.  This means you may not want to wait until the last minute to print out assignments as you will not be given extra time without a deduction if your printer breaks.  Most writing assignments will be sent to Turnitin.com, so please be responsible with your login information.
6.  Know when to speak and when to listen.  Facilitating positive group dynamics is crucial; and in order to maintain a democratic classroom, only one person speaks at a time, with the rest of us actively listening.

7.  No food or drink allowed in the classroom with the exception of water bottles. You can purchase a cold bottle from one of us before class begins.

SUPPLIES NEEDED

1) You will be required to keep a binder for history and English.  These will be divided into sections and checked randomly. Here are the dividers you need for history: Journal, Notes/Handouts, Graded Assignments. For English, please provide the following dividers:  Journal, Notes/Handouts, Graded Assignments.

IMPORTANT:  Bring history and English binders to class each day!  

2) Sticky Notes 1½’ x 2” 

3) A highlighter

4) 100 3”x5” index cards

5) A flash drive is highly recommended!!!


6) A donation of 1 tissue box is much appreciated.  (
GRADING POLICIES

Your citizenship grade will be determined by your timeliness, participation, behavior, and preparedness.  
Your academic grade will be determined by the quality of your work and the effort you put into the class.  Be sure you do YOUR OWN WORK.  Plagiarism of any kind will earn you a zero on the assignment and an F in citizenship.  Again, avoid temptation and choose honesty.  Life happens sometimes, so accept it, admit it, and move forward.  Your character follows you for a lifetime. 
We use the following grading scale:

90 – 100 = A

80 – 89  = B

70 – 79  = C

60 – 69  = D

59 – 0 = F

**This is an honors class so extra credit is rarely given except at the teacher’s discretion.

ATTENDANCE & MAKE-UP WORK
1.  10 Domestic, Unverified, or Truant absences will result in loss of credit.  It is the job of you and your parents to keep track of your attendance.  We encourage your parents to e-mail us anytime.

2.    When absent, your first task is ALWAYS to check our class website on Weebly ,followed by Infinite Campus. After you have checked Weebly, come see us for clarification if needed. We suggest you get at least 2 phone numbers from your class period in case you need more direction.****IMPORTANT: If you know you’re going to be absent, the major papers and projects must be turned in early; if you are ill, please have the paper/project delivered or e-mailed to school on the day its due.

3.   You have 1 calendar day for each day you are absent to make-up any homework/class work that you missed; you have a week to make up a test/quiz.  Please do not wait for us to track you down, or hope we will forget since that affects your grade negatively.

4.   Give all make-up work directly to one of the teachers.  Please do not leave it sitting on our desks as it may get lost.  If one of us is absent, turn it in to the other teacher.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask us.  Get an Ac-Cess pass in advance, or come down during our common preparation time 6th period; schedule a specific time and we will be happy to meet with you. Once again, stay informed and updated with our daily happenings by checking out Weebly and Infinite Campus. 

A Final Thought…

People are muscles—when stretched, we grow.  This Pre-AP course is filled with rigor to challenge your intellect, so your attitude will play a huge role in the success of our year.  We promise you will get out what you put into the class. We look forward to learning from each other.
Mr. Kuster and Mrs. Folkers

Note to Parents: Because we do not access the school voicemail, the most efficient way to reach us is through email. We will promptly respond to your needs.

nkuster@washoeschools.net
jdillard@washoeschools.net
By signing this syllabus, I am affirming that I have read its contents and understand what is expected of me.






Student Signature
     Parent Signature

________________________________

Print Student Name

Parents, please list your e-mail address and day phone # where you can immediately be reached regarding the progress of your child.  

Parent E-MAIL__________________________________________

Student E-MAIL_________________________________________   

DAY PHONE___________________________
World Cultures

This is a tentative syllabus for class.  The order of themes may change from time to time.  This outline will give you an idea of the content we will cover this year.

	History 1st Semester
	English 1st Semester

	Community Service: Embrace other cultures and change the world

5 Themes of Geography 
Your Origin
Beginnings - Start of Civilizations

                      Group Projects

Ancient World History Review

Greece - Survey 

Rome- Survey
Beliefs Unit  - 
                     Beliefs Quilt/Flip Chart

	Skill Review for Efferent and Aesthetic reading, responding, and writing
Beginnings Research

Gilgamesh

Greek Mythology 
Julius Caesar
Literature from World Religions & Sacred Texts
Independent Novels: 40 points of AR

	History 2nd Semester
	English 2nd Semester

	Middle Ages – IPOD Poetry 

Nationalism Begins
Renaissance/Reformation – Station Work

Enlightenment

Revolution (French & Russian)
Imperialism 
Industrial Revolution

The World @ War – Modern Day Affairs
CHAUTAUQUA—Research Paper
	Sir Gawain

Pastwatch

Excerpts from Tale of Two Cities

Things Fall Apart
Independent Novels: 40 points of AR

CHAUTAUQUA—Research Paper


